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Newsletter #181: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello strangers! Some of you have commented that you haven’t received a newsletter 
from me in a long time. I have to admit that finding time to update my numismatic 
friends on the upcoming auctions and events concerning ancient coins has been sparse. 
Therefore, you are receiving this newsletter on a Tuesday versus the typical Friday night 
or Saturday morning. Better late than never of course and there is so much coming up 
that I felt like I really should get this out to you. 


Before we go to the auctions, a few words about ANA, ANS and upcoming events: 


What’s new at the ANA 


The ANA World’s Fair of Money was, in my opinion, a huge success this year. Aside from 
the dreadful looming feeling of Covid, the uncomfortable daylong masking and the 
absence of our international friends, it was a lively and financially lucrative event for 
most. For me, I got inducted again to the ANA for a second term as Governor and I 
started my first term as a board member of the NBS (Numismatic Bibliomania Society). 
The board on the ANA is a lot of work but behind the scenes I am part of a group that is 
slowly changing the landscape of the ANA. I read a blog from someone who complained 
that the ANA sessions are held in secret and not open to members. It may seem like that 
but if you ever want to attend an open session of the board (we have open sessions that 
anyone can attend via Zoom and then switch to our executive session just for the BOG), 
please let me know. They happen once a month and are open to any member with a 
phone or internet connection and the desire to be there. 


There were some changes at this year’s WFOM aside from the obvious. One was the 
elimination of the PNG day and the introduction of the ANA Dealer Day. This was done 
not to punish the PNG but to help support the ANA. Contrary to what some may have 
assumed, the PNG is in no way connected to the ANA. PNG stands for Professional 
Numismatic Guild and is made up of professional numismatists (I was a full member up 
until this year). While the organization is great for coin dealers it is hardly the kind of 
organization that should be headlining the ANA which is for collectors and dealers 
equally. Some complained bitterly, and some even boycotted the convention, when they 
found that PNG Day wasn’t happening. It is misguided anger of course and I’m sorry 
that some people felt this was a violation. I’m hopeful that most will see that the ANA 
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the organization (a non-profit one I might add) to continue bringing education and 
events to the 26,000 or so members of the ANA versus putting money into the pocket of 
the PNG. Sounds fair, right? I think so at least. 


The next big convention for the ANA is really exciting. It is the National Money Show 
and it will take place March 10-12 in Colorado Springs, CO. If this sounds familiar, it 
should! It is the city where the ANA headquarters is located. We are so excited to bring 
this convention to the beautiful and historic Broadmoor Hotel. Along with the normal 
convention activities there will be excursions and events held at the headquarters for 
the ANA. This will also be the first ANA NMS where I will take a table. I urge you to come 
and attend if you can! Here is a link for further information: 


https://www.money.org/NationalMoneyShow 


What’s New at the ANS 


The ANS continues to offer exciting Friday afternoon Long Table talks on various topics. 
This upcoming Friday will already be the 69th Long Table and Charles Heck, an ANS 
Associate Member will talk about the collector George Clapp and his 1946 Large Cent 
donation to the ANS. The talks range from all areas including ancient, U.S., world coins, 
sculpture, die engraving, museum collections and much more. Anything numismatic 
related can be discussed. The talks always take place at 1 p.m. (EST) and of course you 
have to be a member to attend. 


The Lyceum series also continues at the ANS. This session, of which we are at the fifth 
class, is being led by Dr. Jesse Kraft, and covers U.S. coinage. I’m taking the classes, 
which take place every Wednesday afternoon from 12:30-2 p.m. (EST). Of course most 
times I have to have one eye on one computer to do the CNG E-Sales and the other on 
another computer where I quietly attend the Lyceum. Don’t worry though if you are 
busy like me and can’t attend real time. The lectures are offered as youtube videos for 
part of the week. There are also copious articles and information that is forever 
available in a shared folder when you are a student of the Lyceum. 


Lastly, I have to mention the upcoming ANS Gala that will honor my friend (and 

pseudo -dad.....he’ll know what I mean if he reads this), David Hendin. David is the 
Judaean coin KING as far as I am concerned. He’s written five editions (and the sixth I 
believe is about to be available) on the Guide to Biblical Coins. Along with this and other 
published works, he had an illustrious career in publishing. This honor is long overdue 
in my opinion. I’m very proud to call him my friend. I hope if you find yourself coming 
to the New York International that you will buy yourself a Gala ticket and attend. The 
Gala is an expensive endeavor but it is well worth the money. You can get your fancy suit 
or dress on and mingle with the rest of the numismatic community for an evening. 


Upcoming Trade Show: The New York International (CHANGE OF VENUE) 


Everyone drew a sigh of relief when the rumors proved to be wrong that the NY 
International would be cancelled early next year not due to Covid, but rather because 
the hotel is about to undergo renovations (if this feels like a deja vu to a few years ago at 
the Waldorf Astoria it should!). Many hotels, experiencing lower than normal 
capacities, decided to undergo renovations. Such was the case for the Grand Hyatt 
where the show had been since the closure of the Waldorf Astoria for the same reasons. 
The show has now gotten yet another new location and this one seems like it will be just 
dreamy. It will be at the InterContinental New York Barclay, located at 111 East 48th 
Street and Lexington Avenue. The show dates will remain the same (January 13-16, 
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information on the event: 


https://www.nyinc.info/ 


I’m also happy to announce that the ANA will have a booth and will participate in a few 
educational and informational lectures during the show. I have to thank the efforts of 
Kevin Foley, the show director, for helping to coordinate all of this. Just scroll down on 
the nyinc website to see all the events that will take place. I’m personally sponsoring a 
talk that will be given by the ANA curator Doug Mudd on Sovereign Money. 


Now for the upcoming auctions: 
Leu Numismatik Auctions 8-10 (23-24 October) 


You may have been the recipient of a very heavy box of three catalogs from this auction 
firm. I sent out about 10 boxes (actually my husband helped me to ship them since they 
literally were back breaking). I have to say though that Leu knows how to produce a 
lovely (and one to keep for your numismatic library) catalog. Always hardbound with a 
dust cover to boot, these catalogs have gotten better and better over the years. A fairly 
youthful firm, with equally young men running it I might add, Leu Numismatik, has 
helped to grow the ancient coin market exponentially. Breaking into the market is not 
easy and it typically takes a new firm years to get the trust of collectors in order to 
acquire great collections. Leu took no time in blasting off into the big leagues. They had 
their first web sale in June 2017, followed by their first live auction in October 2017. I 
attended that first auction and was already impressed by their hardbound catalogs, and 
lovely swag (pens and notepads that garnished every seat at the first sale). That said, it 
takes more than fancy catalogs, pens and paper to make a great company. It only tooka 
few years for Leu to get a notable and heavily pedigreed collection, the Kleinkunst sale, 
which took place in October 2020. While I didn’t necessarily like the somewhat 
confusing and undoubtedly close inference to the famous Kunstfreund sale of 1974 from 
the power house Bank Leu of Zurich and Muinzen und Medaillen of Basel (note: the now 
defunct Bank Leu Zurich and Leu Numismatik share the same proper name but are in no 
way connected), I have to admit that the sale was impressive. Leu has continued to 
shine in the way of its live auctions. Electronic sales are another beast altogether. The 
best auction houses now still hold an impressive live sale in order to make their mark. 
Now we get the Hans Krahenbuhl and Christian Gollnow collections as two stand alone 
catalogs from Leu in a few short days. Along with these two sales there is another large 
catalog with various consignors, including a nice group from the Diplomat and 
numismatic author/collector Martin Huth. 


I’ll let the coins speak for themselves and provide a link below for everyone but a short 
synopsis of each catalog: 


Catalog 8: Hans Krahenbuhl. This collection formed by the late Dr. Krahenbuhl (1924- 
2010) is impressive to say the least. Read pages 10-13 (in English) to learn more about 
his life, which was fascinating. He collected during a very exciting time in the history of 
numismatics. While collectors such as Samuel Pozzi and Calouste Gulbenkian were long 
dead, another group of collectors like Charles Gilet (Kunstfreund) and Walter Niggeler 
or power house auction companies such as Bank Leu, M&M Basel or NFA Los Angeles 
took their place. The coins in this catalog are a small indication of the personal 
relationship that Dr. Krahenbuhl cherished during those years of his collecting. 
Thankfully his family had the foresight to hold onto original dealer’s tickets or personal 
correspondence that precipitated the purchase of many of these coins. There are Greek 
and Roman coins in the collection and no one will be disappointed at the offering. 


https://mailchi.mp/234b588cb7b1/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc-19196892?e=cO0fSbdcfe 3/6 


10/19/21, 8:20 AM What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 


OY AV ITNOMMC S TISTOLY. PIlCds€ tdKhO tire tie LO Tedd Lire WOLCGECTIUYL MItrOauClrioir vo vite 
catalog from Yves Gunzenreiner and his colleague Lars Rutten. Subsequent pages give a 
detailed accounting of the catalog to follow. Not all cataloguers take the time to 
properly detail collections. This was not the case with Mr. Gollnow’s vast civil war 
period collection. The first coin will look familiar but a little “off” to most novices. It 
looks like it should be the famous Eid Mar from Brutus but instead is a coin struck by the 
military forces of Galba in Spain. It is a remarkable imitation of the famous type at 
another dramatic time in Roman history. Not many catalogs focus on such a short time 
period. This catalog is a testament to the collector’s obvious dedication to owning all 
aspects of the civil wars of 68-69 AD. 


Catalog 10: There is one notable collection that should be highlighted. A small but 
absolutely impressive collection of Eastern Arabian coins from the Ambassador Martin 
Huth (lots 2221-2261). Some might find Mr. Huth’s name is familiar. The reason is 
because the ANS honored him by doing a publication of his coins in 2010 (Coinage of the 
Caravan Kingdoms: Ancient Arabian Coins From the Collection of Martin Huth). Martin 
also edited and contributed to another book with Peter Van Alfen from the Numismatic 
Studies Series (No. 25), called Coinage of the Caravan Kingdoms: Studies in the 
Monetization of Ancient Arabia. Many, if not all, of the coins in the current sale are plate 
coins in the 2010 publication. 


Dr. Busso Peus Nachfolfger Auction 429 (3-4 November) 


Peus will hold their 429th auction on November 3-4. This two-day sale has 2,385 lots to 
offer in the areas of ancient, Islamic, world, German, paper money and finally 
numismatic literature. Peus has quietly and effectively done business for well over 100 
years. While their auctions are not typically glamorous affairs like some of the other 
players, they continue to sell hardcore collector material. Many of the coins offered 
come from old auctions and were kept for a number of years by one collector. This time I 
noticed the name of the Trinakria Collection (‘Slg.’ or ‘Sammlung’ in German). After 
this collection comes many other pedigrees from private German collections or coins 
with pedigrees dating back at least 20-30 years. Peus consistently delivers quality and 
affordable material in their auctions. I look forward to this upcoming sale. 


NGSA and NAC (November 15-16 and November 17) 


While I don’t yet have the paper catalogs in hand, NGSA and NAC will both be 
conducting live auctions in the month of November. NGSA does an auction every few 
years and this year's auction is already available online on Numisbids here: 


https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=5119 
https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=5120 


NAC has a day long event of auctions coming in November with their auction 126-128. 
The 126th catalog is the fourth installment of the mouthful title “A highly important 
collection of Greek coins of a man in love with art”. Never one to fail to impress, NAC 
has again hit the mark by offering an outstanding array of pedigreed and impressive 
coins. One of my favorite coins is lot 188, an undeniably beautiful and rare coin from 
Cnossus which shows an impressive head of Apollo on the obverse and the famous 
labyrinth on the reverse. More to come on this auction in the next newsletter. Here is a 
link to the catalogs on Numisbids: 


https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=5139&cid=&pg=3&so=1&search=&s=1 
https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=5140 
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Coin of the Week 


ISLANDS OFF ATTICA, Aegina. c. 480-457 BC 
AR Stater, 12.19g (18mm). Sea turtle, head in profile, with 'T' design in pellets on shell / 
Large square incuse with skew pattern. 


Pedigree: Ex CNG, Auction 55, 13 September 2000, lot 362. Ex Patrick H. James Collection, 
Classical Numismatic Group, Triton XVIII, 6 January 2015, lot 527. Ex Harlan J. Berk Ltd., BBS 
195, 29 October 2015, lot 104 


References: Meadows, Aegina, Group IIIa; Milbank Period IIII, pl. I, 15; Gulbenkian 523; 
Kraay-Hirmer 336; Jameson 1199; SNG Copenhagen 507; HGC 6, 435 


Grade: Slight area of wear on shell (two of the dots on shell worn), otherwise, high relief with 
iridescent toning and complete. Two insignificant cracks at 10 and 1h on obverse. Mint State 


Price: $14,000 


gk1501 





Buy Coin 


Aegina, Corinth and Athens were the very first to coin money in the western Greek 
world in the 6th century BC. Unlike the communities on the western coast of Asia Minor 
which struck electrum, an alloy of gold and silver, the mainland Greeks used only silver 
as their metal of choice. Of course this predilection towards silver was assuredly 
influenced by the close proximity of silver mines. Aegina, which held a supreme 
position of power on the sea, used the mines at Siphnos (modern day Sifnos), an island 
in the Cyclades in Greece. The other great mines at Laurium, Damastion and Paeonia 
served other leaders such as Athens. The earliest of the Aegina staters show a sea turtle, 
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Coins from Aegina are among the most cherished of the early Greek coin series. The 
high relief turtles on generously sized flans reflect the strength of the city state. Most 
collectors of ancient coins enjoy having both a land and sea turtle in their collections. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/islands- off-attica-aegina-c-480-457- 
be?rq=gk1501 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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